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 The International Association of Golf Tour Operators (IAGTO) has named New Zealand as the top golf destination in the Asia Pacific region.

This is a fantastic accolade that recognises the progress we have all made in establishing New Zealand as a world class golf destination.  Tourism New Zealand is especially pleased to announce a new partnership with IAGTO that will further promote New Zealand as a wonderful place for a golf holiday.  

All 38 courses included in the Golf Tourism New Zealand program will become members of IAGTO and have their fees covered by Tourism New Zealand for the term of the agreement, which is three years.   

IAGTO's membership has grown over the last 20 years to include over 2,500 accredited golf tour operators, golf resorts, hotels, golf courses, receptive operators, airlines, tourist boards, approved media and business partners in 98 countries.  Of significant appeal to our golf courses in New Zealand are the 682 specialist golf tour operators in 66 countries who sell travel. According to IAGTO, it is estimated these specialist operators control over 87% of golf holiday packages sold worldwide and turnover more than €2.1 billion per year.

More importantly, IAGTO membership delivers opportunities for golf courses and resorts in New Zealand.  Their platform (www.iagto.com) provides members with access to a significant database of golf specialists and media, allows you to build your own profile page where you can upload content regarding your course including net rates, and also gives you access to the best golf trade shows available.  

IAGTO’s flagship shows are the Asian Golf Tourism Convention (AGTC) and the International Golf Travel Market (IGTM).  Several of you are already signed up for AGTC, to be held in Manila in April 2018.  Tourism New Zealand will be in attendance at both AGTC and IGTM, being held in Slovenia in November, 2018.  These shows provide pre-scheduled appointments where you can meet with golf travel buyers from key markets around the world, allowing you an opportunity to sell your course to those at the forefront of golf travel.  

In addition to your full membership benefits, which can be seen here, we have also created a New Zealand chapter of IAGTO.  This gives us a dedicated channel to the best golf travel sellers in the world.  New Zealand will also be listed in all correspondence as a partner of IAGTO for 2018, and receive significant branding at the flagship show for promoting New Zealand, AGTC.  

We are very excited about this opportunity to expand our growing reputation as a top golfing destination.

